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28 February, 2016: CARTOONING WORKSHOP WITH ALEXYZ Fernandes
The cartooning workshop by Alexyz organized by Maria Fernandes of Navhind Times Planet J was about learning cartooning with fun. In the beginning
Alexyz introduced the participants to cartooning and explained its importance, origin and manner of usage. After that , there was an ice breaker laughter
session. Everyone enjoyed this session. It was helpful in getting rid of awkwardness and enabled us to get more involved in the workshop. After that, Alexyz
drew a cartoon of a very humble person, Mahatma Gandhi, because it was easy to draw. He showed us how to draw out various expressions and emotions such
as laughter, rage, surprise, etc using pencil lines. Alexyz was very pleased with the cartoons of the participants. After giving a break of 10 minutes, the session
was resumed and we were asked to draw the cartoon of fuzzy-haired NT staff photographer Mr. Hemant Parab, who obliged us and stood a model. It was an
amazing experience because of Hemant’s unique physical features. After cartooning Hemant, Alexyz asked the participants to draw a cartoon of their own
imagination and themes and the to add a quote to it. While we were at it, he displayed the artwork of few of the participants which he found to be outstanding.
After the cartooning of our imagination, the participants posed for a group photograph and the programme concluded with the distribution of certificates.
Alexyz distributed the certificates and while handing it over to the participants he asked each one of them what they had learned from the session. Besides this,
we were provided with paper slips where we were to post our feedbacks and comments about the session. It was a great learning experience, loaded with fun.

Laughing it out with Alexyz

The Trio twisting it out with Alexyz

Maria Joby receiving certificate from Alexyz

1ST MARCH 2016: Seminar on Sexual Harassment at the Workplace Act, 2013
On 1st March, the officiating Principal Dr. Cassie Rodrigues and Miguel Braganza Sir along with two student representatives Miss Maria Joby and Miss
Veena Gaonkar, attended the seminar on Sexual Harassment (Prevention, Prohibition & Redressal) at the Workplace Act, 2013 which was organized by the
Internal Complaints Committee (ICC) of Goa University and held at the auditorium of its new Science Faculty Block. The aim of the seminar was to bring
about awareness about what constitutes sexual harassment at workplace and what is defined as the workplace in the Act of 2013. The programme began with
welcome dance by a student from the G.U’s department of biotechnology. The Governor of Goa, Dr. Mrudula Sinha, inaugurated the programme with an
inspiring and informative talk, peppered with personal anecdotes from her college days. After this, advocate Albertina Almeida explained the important
features of this Act that is an improvement over the “Vishaka guidelines” of the Supreme Court. Dr. Promod Salgocar, spoke about coping with sexual
harassment in colleges. There were several competitions organized to mark the event and this included poster competitions, skit and mime competitions. Our
college participated in poster competition. Students from other colleges presented skits and mimes on sexual harassment. The Saad Angan group of Bailancho
Sad women’s organization did “Dumb Charade” depiction of harassment in the bus, in the canteen and in the office so that the participants could visually see
and understand what constitutes sexual harassment. Dr. Savita Kerkar and Dr. Shaila de Souza anchored. The program was informative, simple and lucid.

Dr. Cassie with Maria Joby & Veena with the poster.

Governor of Goa, Dr. Mrudula Sinha, inaugurates

Mime by students of Dhempe College of Arts & Science

LOOKING BACK: The FIRST Semester of the very FIRST Year of the College:
Let’s start at the very beginning; a very good place to start ....
It was indeed a red letter day for Sulcorna and the whole of Goa for it was a first day of the B.Sc (Agri) at the first agricultural college in Goa. All students were looking
forward to know their teachers, companions, what was in store for them at such a verdant and beautiful campus of Don Bosco Agro Ed Complex in Sulcorna. We began life
at our new college of agriculture on 3rd August 2015, with an “Orientation” for us and our parents. Miguel Braganza anchored the programme. The Provincial of
Panjim-Konkan Province, Fr. Ian Figueiredo sdb, presided over the orientation programme. The Rector of community at Sulcorna, Fr. Bernardino de Almeida sdb gave
the warm welcome. Fr. Felix Serrao sdb, Director of the College; Principal Dr. Cassie Rodrigues and Mr. Miguel Braganza made power point presentation on the scope
after B.Sc agriculture and their plans for the college in upcoming years. We were even introduced to all the staff members. We even got a chance to listen to the inspiring
speeches from great dignitaries like Dr. H.Y Karapurkar and Dr. Ajit Shirodkar, and all our doubts were cleared by listening to them. Overall we, along with our parents,
enjoyed this orientation programme held by Don Bosco College of Agriculture, Sulcorna, Quepem-Goa, and learnt a lot about this new course of study.

On the 2ndt day of our college life we had a field trip organized by Miguel Braganza Sir and our officiating Principal Dr. Cassie Rodrigues, who showed us
the farm, piggery, banana plantation, sugarcane field different kinds of trees from coconut, areca and oil palm to cashew and mango. We also got to see
many monkeys around the campus. Our journey continued with a visit to the statue of Mother Mary on the mount. We were all very excited while climbing
the mountain to see our verdant campus during the monsoons from the top. This was, all said and done, our first visit to the mount.
We started our regular lectures from 5th August, 2015. We were introduced to new subjects in the very first semester of our degree program. Agronomy,
Horticulture, Plant Pathology, Meteorology, Soil Science, Animal Sciences, and Agricultural Extension were words we had not even heard before. These
subjects were so far away from our knowledge and that made us eager to learn more about the course. We had total nine subjects, along with “Deficiency
Mathematics” for those who did not study Maths at Std. XII.
Satish Patil Sir taught us Agronomy and Soil Science for one month and he taught it well. We were sad that he had to return to his old college. We missed
him at the “Teachers’ Day” celebration on 05 September, when our teachers and other support staff were pleasantly surprised by our effort. We had games,
skits and treats. It was so much fun. Then it was back to work. To continue with our learning of the subject and to get more acquainted with soil science lab
equipments, we were taken ICAR-CCARI, Ela Farm which is in Old Goa, on 01 October, 2015, with our brand new ID cards. There, we were introduced to
Dr. Gopal Mahajan who gave us further information about the course and showed us the tools and equipment used in the soil science laboratory.

Soil Science with Dr. Gopal Mahajan at ICAR-CCARI, Old Goa

Principal showing the CM the projects by students

At Mangal Farm, Netravali-Sanguem

Budd’ buddeanchi Toli or Bubble Lake!!

All at sea: The Exam Hall for ISA and SEA

Semester end treat for students at Christmas

Our college was formally inaugurated on 17th October, 2015 by our Honourable Chief Minister Shri Laxmikant Parsekar. In the fortnight preceding the
inauguration, we were asked to prepare posters and projects in horticulture and animal sciences by Miguel Sir, while Cassie Ma’am trained us to prepare slides
to show enlarged view of fungi and bacteria and Sumati Chavan Ma’am got us to make posters of meteorology equipment, specially of a weather station. The
single visit to ICAR-CCARI had inspired some of our classmates to do a project on hydroponics of fodder maize and they were encouraged to make a
comparative study of hydroponics with plain water and with EM-2. We were given an opportunity to showcase our talents by presenting various models,
projects and posters related to our course. The students were even given the responsibility to anchor the event and do all the narration. We were the focus of
the event. In celebration of a job done well, we were taken on a visit Budd’buddeanchi Toli or bubble lake near Shree Gopinath temple in Netravali and to
Dr. Narayan B. Desai’s, Chinmay Tansikar’s Agro Eco Farm and Chowgule’s Mangal Farm & Home Stay, where we had great fun. We have
documented all this in our weekly Wall Magazine, CHiMERA, just as we are doing now in this issue.
Mr. Jayant W. Barve and Jaydeep J. Barve of Nature Care Fertilizers, Vita-Sangli, made a presentation on commercial production of manures from city
garbage, Dr. Ajit Shirodkar spoke on his life’s experiences and the need for punctuality, efficiency and efficacy in everything we do. The FAO Al-Khalifa
award winning entomologist, Dr. Jose Romeno Faleiro, motivated us to excel in our studies no matter how we had fared in our SSC or Std. XII. Fr. Damien
Sladen sdb demonstrated a simple technique of making grow bags from newspapers. There were other inspiring persons speaking to us from their life
experiences.
We had our 1st ISA [Intra Semester Assessment or Mid-Term Exam] in November 2015. After completion of our exam we visited ICAR to learn about
ASDS course for which our college was lacking in facility. The Cassie Ma’am and Miguel Sir took us for a little sight-seeing around the historic city of Old
Goa after each gruelling session of learning Animal Sciences hands-on in the dairy, piggery and fodder units. In all fun and excitement as we were going with
our daily schedule of course from theory lectures to lab and field practical work along with the journal completion, we arrived to the end of our semester with
our 1st SEA [Semester End Assessment] which begun on 11th of December and ended on 23 December, 2015. After our examination we were given
Christmas and New Year vacation that lasted till 03 January, 2016. Overall the 1st semester was full of new experiences, knowledge and enjoyment since we
got to know so many personalities from different fields in agriculture and got the opportunity to be a part of the FORTUNATE FORTY.

What we students say : “There is no boring day at DBCA!!”

Photos [from top to bottom, row-wise]: 1. DBCA building. 2. Logo 3 Release of CHiMERA Vol.1 No 8 by Chief Minister, Shri Laxmikant Parsekar.
4. Teachers’ Day organized by students.
5. Students & Staff at St. Augustine Tower, Old Goa.
6. First day in uniform 16 October, 2015
7. Dr. S Rajkumar teaching Animal Science at ICAR-CCARI, Old Goa, 8. Semester End Assessment practical and theory exams in December, 2015

Handball Team at Fatorda Stadium

Maria Joby taking a penalty v/s Salgaocar Law College

Principal, Fr. Amandio Valladares, Director & Miguel Braganza

After the 6-0 win to the semi-finals in first attempt

Parents and students on results day of First Semester and orientation on B.Sc(Agri)

National workshop on mentoring : “Bridging the Gap”
On 4th March, fourteen of us students attended the students module of the National workshop on mentoring titled “Bridging the Gap”, the aim of which was to
bridge the gap between the “Mentor” and the “Co- learner”. Mentoring is a very important concept at this phase in our B.Sc (Agriculture) course in which it
is institutionalized. Our beloved Miguel Sir was the chief guest at the inaugural function and he delivered a nice message on Edward de Bono’s “Six
Thinking Hats” which was the main theme of the seminar. He also spoke about Dr. Spencer Johnson’s book “Who Moved My Cheese” that delves on the
process of dealing with unexpected change. Ms. Gauri Gharpure, Asst. Professor of Mass Media at Don Bosco College, Panaji, anchored the programme.
Ms. Charu Mathur and Mr. Vineet Mathur conducted the programme and facilitated the group dynamics as well as questionnaires.
In the first part of the seminar, we discussed about the generation gap, especially with regard to use of technology, between the teachers or parents and
students. Later, after dividing the participants into groups of ten each, we were assigned the task of predicting the role of parents after twenty years based on
technology changes in the day to day life from smart phones to app based buying and selling. Other tasks included projecting the role of mass media after
another twenty years, future marketing strategies of universities, role of principals, future campus, role of teachers, etc. After a ten minutes break we were
given a questionnaire which helped us in determining our style of learning. We could assess whether our learning was more “Visual” (seeing objects and
images) or more “Auditory” (reading aloud to ourselves, listening to others read or listening to recorded messages), or Kinesthetic (doing, experimenting, etc)
as per the VAK model or whether it including “Reading& Writing” in the VARK model of understanding “Type of Learning”. We were taught about
Kolbe’s law. After this we had lunch and dived into second part of the seminar. Mr. Vineet Mathur conducted a session on types of personalities and
interactive activities to obtain various opinions of participants about different teachers and teaching style. After this we were having activities based on
Edward de Bono’s “Six Thinking Hats”.
The Principal Dr. Cassie Rodrigues, Miguel Braganza Sir, Librarian Sulochana Xete Desai and Lab Asst. Jovina Fernandes attended the Staff Module of the
seminar on 05 March, 2016, with the same faculty and at the same venue

.
Students at the Institute Menezes Braganza for the mentoring workshop

The students filling in the Questionnaire : Food for Thought and ........

Fr. Wilfred Fernandes, Miguel Sir, the Mathurs and Mr. Cedric Silveira

Thoughts of Food.

Cassie Ma’am, Sulochana and Jovina do an exercise

The Russians came, others followed ...the students embarked on developing Agro Eco Tourism through NSS, picking up entrepreneurship along the way!
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